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allotments have interim riparian management 
guidelines that were applied based on the 
Beaverhead Forest Plan Riparian Amendment 
EIS until allotment plans are revised or 
completed. 
 
 
Rangeland Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
The BLM conducts rangeland monitoring to 
determine whether the land use plan and AMP 
objectives are being met.  Vegetation trend, 
livestock utilization and actual use, and climate 
are monitored.  Monitoring data collection tracks 
progress in meeting identified management 
objectives.  Active grazing use authorizations 
and management actions in each allotment are 
periodically evaluated, based on the monitoring 
data.  If monitoring shows that progress is being 
made towards objectives, management will 
continue.  However, if progress is not being 
made towards meeting objectives, then 
management adjustments will be made.  
Adjustments are made by agreement or decision 
in accordance with legislation, regulations, and 
policy so that public land resources are 
maintained or improved. 

 
Direction since 2000 provides for allotments to 
be evaluated for rangeland health on a watershed 
basis at the fifth Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 
level.  Following evaluation, management is 
prescribed to maintain or improve rangeland 
health.  Table 24 outlines the current watershed 
analysis schedule with acreages for the high 
priority watersheds. 
 
Range Improvements 
 
The BLM and cooperators have completed 
structural and nonstructural projects on public 
lands to improve and manage these lands since 
1943.  The nonstructural projects include 
seedings, plowing, chiseling, contour furrowing, 
and herbicide spraying.  The structural projects 
have included wells, pipelines, troughs, fences, 
guzzlers, reservoirs and cattle guards.  A 
summary of existing range improvements of 
record is shown on Table 25.  There are older 
projects that are not included in Table 25. 
 
 

 
 
 

Table 24.  Acreage by Jurisdiction within High Priority Watershed Analysis Areas  
(in Priority Order) 

 
Watershed 

Name 

 
5th HUC # 

 
BLM 

 
FS 

 
ARS 

 
FWS 

 
STATE 

 
PRIVATE 

 
Horse Prairie 

 
1090 & 
1100 

 
50,767 

 
102,370 

 
0 

 
0

 
18,918 

 
65,058 

 
Big Sheep 
Creek 

 
1050 

 
55,505 

 
101,803 

 
0 

 
0

 
3,410 

 
10,400 

 
Centennial 
Valley 

 
1010 & 
1020 

 
86,558 

 
43,986 

 
15,649 

 
39,176 

 
62,054 

 
53,584 

 
Bannack 

 
1110 & 
2020 

 
91,541 

 
28,134 

 
0 

 
0

 
16,670 

 
50,322 

 
South 
Tobacco 
Roots 

 
3050 

 
12,614 

 
43,552 

 
0 

 
0

 
4,058 

 
74,708 
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Ruby 3030 & NE 
Corner of 
3010 

34,350 3,890 0 0 8,132  54,526 

 
Blacktail 

 
2050 

 
56,354 

 
26,691 

 
0 

 
0

 
52,767 

 
12,5121 

 
Sage Creek 

 
1070 

 
84,358 

 
0

 
0 

 
0

 
32,001 

 
47,776 

 
Beaverhead 

 
2040 

 
33,580 

 
0

 
0 

 
0

 
6,604 

 
43,120 

 
Medicine 
Lodge 

 
1120 

 
38,835 

 
46,612 

 
0 

 
0

 
6,388 

 
33,025 


